
News aNd iNformatioN from the southeast LaNd trust of New hampshire

Th i s L a n d

The Southeast Land Trust has a limited opportunity to  
permanently conserve the 39-acre Amber Acres Farm. 
Located on Mast Road (Route 155A) in Durham near the 
border with Lee, Amber Acres Farm creates a beloved 
gateway to the town. Drivers along Mast Road have long 
enjoyed the scenic views of this farm and surrounding 
agricultural landscape that create the western entrance to 
the University of New Hampshire campus. Amber Acres 
Farm, like much of the land along this road, is under pres-
sure for development resulting from the continued demand 
for student housing, as evidenced by recently proposed and 
approved projects that are creeping westward. 

“Amber Acres is a significant property due to its varied 
natural resources, from the Oyster River to the great soils 
to the scenic views,” notes Brian Hart, Executive Director. 
“When we were presented with this opportunity, the 
conservation importance of this land was clear and made 
our decision easy. Now we need to raise the remaining 
funds to preserve this landscape and its community  
conservation values.” 

To conserve Amber Acres Farm, the Land Trust must 
raise the final $175,000 by December 31, 2012! Under the 

terms of the Land Trust’s sales agreement, the landowner 
has generously agreed to sell a conservation easement 
for 75% of its appraised fair market value. The sales price 
reflects a price reduction valued at $382,500, a generous 
gift by the landowner. The Town of Durham has autho-
rized $250,000 from the conservation Fund and the Land 
Trust has secured a grant of $765,000 from the US Farm 
and Ranchland Protection Program. In total, 85% of the 
funding has been committed to conserve Amber Acres. 

“The Durham Conservation Commission had strong 
unanimous agreement on this being a high priority 
project for several reasons,” explains John Parry, chairman  
of the Durham Conservation Commission. “Not many 
properties address all of the conservation values that 
are priorities in Durham’s Guidelines for Acquiring 
Conservation/Open Space. Amber Acres does include all 
of those values.”

With two-thirds of the property consisting of open 
fields and rich soils good for farming, the land is prime 
for supporting local agriculture. But its conservation 
values don’t end there. Amber Acres Farm has more 
than 3,000 feet of shoreline on the Oyster River, one of 
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 G e t

Out & About
Our field trips are free unless  
otherwise noted, and open to the  
public. registration is required.  
Please call 603.778.6088 or e-mail 
kmccormack@seltnh.org. Directions  
will be provided to registrants.

Back Channel Island 
Autumn Paddle
Saturday, September 29  
9 am–noon n New Castle
The Southeast Land Trust and 
Portsmouth Kayak Adventures are team-
ing up to offer you a fun and informa-
tive kayak trip through New Castle’s 
beautiful and unspoiled Back Channel 
Islands. Enjoy a fun family outing, make 
new friends and enjoy the crisp autumn 
weather. While no one can predict 
wildlife or New Hampshire weather 
we may see fox, great blue herons, 
deer, common eiders, bald eagles and 
gorgeous fall foliage. This is a great 
opportunity to learn from local experts 
about coastal ecology and the history 
of the islands. Bring your own kayak or 
contact Portsmouth Kayak Adventures 
to arrange for a rental. Portsmouth 
Kayak Adventures is located at 185 
Wentworth road in Portsmouth and 
can be reached at 603.559.1000 or 
info@portsmouthkayak.com. 

remembering Charlie Pratt
This spring community member Charlie Pratt passed away. He was a father, poet, teacher, 
farmer, community leader, and conservationist. It was in the last capacity that those of us 
involved with the Southeast Land Trust came to know and admire Charlie. Today, hundreds 
of acres of land along the Exeter River in Brentwood are now permanently conserved – in no 
small part due to the leadership and efforts of Charlie, his wife and current board member 
Joanie, and others. These open spaces provide a continuing gift – through fresh foods, clean 
water, a refreshing walk – and a way to remember and celebrate Charlie. Charlie will also be 
remembered for the words he wrote. At our request, Joanie selected one of Charlie’s poems 
for sharing with Land Trust members. 

In the Woods 

What’s he doing, you’d wonder, here in the very
Middle of the woods, shouldering logs from a stack
Someone cut and left so long ago
How could it promise any significant heat
Across two hundred branch-littered, bouldery
Yards to drop them onto a raggeder heap?
Forth and back, forth again and back
Over pine needles and crunchy patches of snow,
Log’s weight pressing his feet into every
Irregularity of terrain, nose to the sweet
Heavy fungus smell of sodden bark, he keeps
Going. And when a log slips from his shoulder
At last, like guilt or a cherished injury,
For a moment he’s almost light enough to fly.

Charles W. Pratt

The Land Trust is honored that it was chosen as a beneficiary of gifts in memory of Charlie.  
To date, more than $13,000 has been donated in his memory. These funds will be used to 
further our mission of conserving the significant lands and natural resources of greater 
Rockingham County. ■

Reprinted with permission from “From the Box Marked Some Are Missing” Hobblebush Books, 2010,  
Brookline, NH, www.hobblebush.com.



10 To bid on over 100 silent auction items donated by local businesses and individuals.

9 To savor delectable delights from Carl Schwartz of Takeaway Café.

8 To enjoy specially crafted beers and ales from local brewers Smuttynose Brewing 
Company and Redhook Ale Brewery, and fine wines donated by Philbrick’s Fresh Market.

7 To bid on tickets to see the Patriots or the Red Sox, spend a long Downeast Weekend on 
Vinalhaven Island or play golf with three of your best friends at the Wentworth by the 
Sea Country Club – these are a few of the live auction items you will be able to bid on.

6 To sample tempting sweets baked 
by local restaurants and land trust 
volunteers.

5 To get together with good friends  
who share your value of saving the 
treasured landscapes of southeastern 
New Hampshire.

4 To tap your toes to the swinging sounds of Ben Baldwin and the Big Note.

3 To make the 10th Fall Fundraiser the most successful ever and raise more funds  
for land protection.

2 All your friends are going!

 And the number one reason to attend our 10th annual Fall Fundraiser…

1 To play a part in conserving the hills and valleys, fields and streams, wetlands and 
farms of Southeast New Hampshire... before it’s too late.

Please join us at our 10th Annual Fall Fundraiser and share your Top Ten Reasons for  
supporting the land trust! This year’s party will be held at the Discover Portsmouth Center  
on October 27, 2012 from 7–10 pm. Tickets are $50 in advance, $60 after October 12th or at  
the door. To reserve your tickets, please call Karen McCormack at 603.778.6088 or e-mail 
tickets@seltnh.org.

(Special thanks to Tom Chamberlin, Étoile Holzaepfel, Bob Eaton and Liz Forkel for their  
contributions to this list!) ■
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 G e t

Out & About
Howard Swain  
Memorial Forest 
Dedication Ceremony
Saturday, October 20 n 10 am – 
noon n Deerfield & Nottingham

Join us for a dedication ceremony at 
the Howard Swain Memorial Forest in 
Deerfield and Nottingham! This rela-
tively new parcel features 89 acres of 
well-managed forestland nestled against 
Pawtuckaway State Park. The property 
was donated to the Land Trust in the fall 
of 2011 by Marguerite Swain in honor 
of her late husband Howard. Following a 
brief ceremony and refreshments, Emma 
Carcagno, a board member and wildlife 
biologist, and Phil Auger, the Land Trust’s 
property manager, will take us on a mod-
erately strenuous woods walk to take in 
the views and fall foliage around Dead 
Pond and from rocky ridge.

10th Annual  
Fall Foliage Fundraiser
Saturday, October 27 n 7–10 pm 
Discover Portsmouth Center, 
Portsmouth
Tickets are $50 in advance, $60 after 
October 12th or at the door.
See article on this page for more details.

continued on page 4 

10th Annual Fall Fundraiser 

October 27, 2012 * 7-10 pm 

Discover Portsmouth Center
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 G e t

Out & About
Wild View: A Journey  
to a Wondrous World
Wednesday, October 10 n 
7– 8:30 pm n Verdant Pastures 
Auditorium, 38 Ladds’ Lane, 
Epping

Join us to watch this Emmy-award-
winning series of short films on wildlife 
filmed close to home. Learn about dif-
ferent wildlife species and their habitats 
and efforts to conserve these important 
places in Massachusetts and other parts 
of New England. Following the film, join 
us for a Q&A with Emma Carcagno, 
wildlife biologist with the University of 
New Hampshire Cooperative Extension 
Wildlife Program. Free & open to 
the public. Co-sponsored with UNH 
Cooperative Extension & NH Tree Farm.

Batchelder Farm Conserved!
The Southeast Land Trust recently completed the purchase of two conservation easements 
on the Batchelder Farm in Hampton, protecting 103 acres of productive, scenic farmland and 
forests. The Batchelder Farm is one of the most unique and historic properties in Hampton 
and has been a top priority for the town for years. Located off Exeter Road, this distinctive 
landscape has been and remains a noteworthy part of Hampton’s history. The farm is owned 
by descendants of Rev. Stephen Bachiler, who founded the town of Hampton in 1638-9, and 
deed research shows that portions of the farm have been in Batchelder ownership dating as 
far back as 1768.

“The impact of having this historic  
property protected is immeasurable, and 
will be felt for many, many years to come” 
explains Jay Diener, Chairman of the Hampton 
Conservation Commission. “We are grateful 
to the Batchelder family for their foresight in 
realizing the importance of protecting this beautiful and historic property, and to the towns-
people of Hampton for their unwavering support and generosity, which has been critical to 
being able to purchase these conservation easements. It is wonderful to know that the good 
people of Hampton realize that the preservation of open spaces is as important to the future 
of our community as is its well-planned development.”

The project is the culmination of nearly four years of work and achieves the shared goals 
of a broad partnership among local, state, federal and private entities including the Town 
of Hampton, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, Southeast Land Trust of NH, 
NH Land & Community Heritage Investment Program, NH State Conservation Committee, 
the Batchelder family and more than 130 individuals, businesses, and foundations. The 
Batchelder family is donating a third conservation easement on an additional 17 acres of 
woodland bringing the total acreage of land conserved to 120 acres. The woodland  
conservation easement will be completed by the end of December 2012. ■

the public water supplies for the Town and 
the University of New Hampshire. The 
conservation easement includes provisions 
requiring a natural, no-disturbance buffer of 
at least 75 feet from the river so as to reduce  
potential water quality impacts from the farm.

Nearly the entire property has been 
designated by the NH Wildlife Action Plan 
(2010) as highest ranked habitat in the state. 
The open fields and the early successional 
shrubland along the river are both habitats  
with declining acreage in our region and the  
State. This property also provides potential 
habitat for nesting birds such as bobolink 
and threatened and endangered species. 

Once the conservation easement is 

acquired, the landowner has also agreed to 
then donate the restricted land to the Land 
Trust. “Our long-term goal is to see this land 
continue to be a part of the resurgence in 
interest in local food production, by either 
selling the land to a farmer or leasing it,” 
explains Hart. This unique project structure 
offers the Land Trust the opportunity to 
transfer the ownership of the farm to a local 
farmer and ensure the continued agricultural  
use of the land.

With just a few months to go until the 
closing deadline, the Land Trust and its  
supporters are working to raise the final 
funds by the end of 2012 through private 
gifts and grants. ■

Help Conserve Amber Acres Farm, continued

“We are grateful to the Batchelder 
family for their foresight in realizing 
the importance of protecting this 
beautiful and historic property...”



Location and Directions
The Piscassic Greenway is located between Bald Hill 
road, Halls Mill road, and route 87 in Newfields and 
Newmarket. From route 125, take route 87 east. Turn 
left at Bald Hill road. From route 85, take route 87 
west. Turn right at Bald Hill road. Once on Bald Hill 
road, travel ½ mile to the parking area on the right.

History and Use
In 2005 a 102 unit subdivision named “Mill Woods” 
was proposed for much of this land. Today the 
Piscassic Greenway thrives as a vital natural resource 
for the region because the Southeast Land Trust and 
the Trust for Public Land intervened and entered into 
an agreement with the developer. Using an array of 
funding sources, including funding from the Town of 
Newfields and private donations, the woods were 
conserved as open space in perpetuity. Around the 
same time, the Southeast Land Trust worked with 
the Cole family to conserve their abutting 69-acre 
farm. Together these two properties are now known 
as the Piscassic Greenway, and are protected forever, 
owned by the Southeast Land Trust, with conservation 
easements held by the Town of Newfields.

Property Description
The Piscassic Greenway is primarily forest and forested 
wetland, with river, stream and associated riparian habitat, 
and two hay fields separated by a pond and stream. 
The upland forest includes areas of white pine-red oak, 
mixed hardwoods, hemlock-hardwood, and stands 
of white pine. Substantial areas are regenerating from 
historic and recent timber harvesting, and now provide 
early successional habitat for many wildlife species. The 
property also includes 106 acres of varied wetlands. 
These include forested wetlands, floodplain forest,  
scrub-shrub swamp, emergent marsh, and open water. 

Conservation Values
The Piscassic Greenway includes a variety of habitats 
and features:

Open fields, ponds, and wetlands complexes ■■

intermixed with shrublands and mature forests of 
oak, pine, and hemlock;
Wildlife habitat for American woodcock, Blanding’s ■■

turtle, spotted turtles, northern harrier and many 
other species of concern;
Shoreline of more than 1,500 feet on the  ■■

Piscassic river;
Productive farm soils of more than 22 acres;■■

Conservation connectivity, as the property links two ■■

blocks of protected lands to create a corridor of more 
than 2,000 acres from Newmarket to Exeter; and
Extensive trail network open for public use.■■

Public Access
The property is open to the public for low-impact,  
non-commercial outdoor recreation. 

Hiking■■

Hunting■■

Cross-country skiing■■

Bird watching■■

Mountain biking■■

Snowmobiling on designated trail■■

Horseback riding on designated trail ■■

Please observe trail signs that indicate allowed uses on 
specific trails. Off-highway recreational vehicles such as 
dirt bikes and ATVs are strictly prohibited.

Trails and Accessibility
The Piscassic Greenway has a network of well-
maintained and signed trails that are of easy to 
moderate difficulty. From the Mraz Trailhead on Bald 
Hill road, the white-blazed Mraz Loop offers an easy 
1.2 mile round trip loop through the fields and forests 
to the interior of the property. Both the south and north 
Mraz Loops eventually connect to the yellow-blazed 
Byrne Trail, the woods road that runs north to south 
for about 1 mile through the middle of the property. 
The Byrne Trail is gently rolling and open to mountain 
biking, snowmobiling and horseback riding. A wildlife 
viewing platform at the end of the easterly spur of the 
Byrne Trail offers visitors a chance to sneak a glance 
at turtles, birds, and other wildlife in the beaver pond. 
The blue-blazed Otis Hill Trail, open to mountain 
biking, is about 0.6 miles in length and connects to the 
unmaintained, dirt portion of Halls Mill road and a 
secondary parking area. 

Parking
Visitors are asked to park at the small, four car lot on 
Bald Hill road. There is an unmaintained parking area 
available at the end of Halls Mill road. Please do not 
block abutter’s driveways.

About the Southeast Land Trust
The Southeast Land Trust is a membership based  
non-profit dedicated to conserving the significant lands 
and natural resources of greater rockingham County. 
For more information, visit www.seltnh.org or call 
603.778.6088. G
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✂■Cut out and save for future reference! 
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Conservation Projects Update

Questions, Comments, Concerns?
To contact the Southeast Land Trust of  
New Hampshire, please call 603.778.6088  
or e-mail info@seltnh.org. 
PO Box 675, Exeter, NH 03833 
Fax: 603.778.0007 
Website: www.seltnh.org
The Southeast Land Trust of New Hampshire  
is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.  
Contributions are tax-deductible. 

This Land is published quarterly and is the  
newsletter of the Southeast Land Trust of  
New Hampshire. Edited by Brian Hart.  
Printed on recycled paper.

Photo credits: Cover l to r: Brian Hart; Jerry Monkman, 
Ecophotography.com; Brian Hart; Peter Vandermark 
Page 2&4: Jerry Monkman, Ecophotography.com  
Page 5: Eva Powers, Page 6: Eva Powers

Board Members 
Tom Chamberlin President, Exeter
Roger Stephenson Vice President, Stratham
Ann Smith Treasurer, Kensington 
Bob Eaton Secretary, rye

Don Briselden Exeter
Hunter Brownlie Newmarket
Bill Campbell Exeter
Emma Carcagno Newmarket
Terry Coyle rye
Annie deCossy rye 
Diane Forsyth rye
David Kirkpatrick Portsmouth
Scott Marion rye
Robin Najar Portsmouth
Joan Pratt Exeter
Rick Russman Kingston
Elisabeth Sanders Danville
Dick Wollmar North Hampton

Staff
Brian Hart Executive Director
Phil Auger Land Agent/Land Manager
Deborah Goard Easement Stewardship Manager
Karen McCormack Office Manager  

& Membership Coordinator
David Viale Land Protection & Stewardship 

Specialist

The summer brought forward the completion of many new projects that build on past  
successes and continue partnerships with our communities. 
➊   103-acres of the Batchelder Farm were protected in August through easements acquired in 

partnership with the Town of Hampton. See page 4 for more details of this four year effort!
➋   In June, the Land Trust acquired the 56 acre Rockrimmon Woodlands in Kingston, using 

funding from the Sweet Land Protection Fund, our internal revolving loan fund that 
allows us to respond to opportunities quickly. Subject to approval at the 2013 Kingston 
Town Meeting, Kingston will acquire this property from the Land Trust subject to con-
servation restrictions. This wetland dominated woodland is on the Class A trail portion 
of Rockrimmon Road across from Rockrimmon State Forest and lies south of the 563-acre 
Tucker-French Family Forest owned by the Land Trust. 

➌■■In Epping, landowner Isobel Parke donated her second conservation easement to the Land 
Trust (and third easement overall), conserving her remaining 3.69 acres of land on Blake 
Road. This easement, while small in size, protects productive soils and scenic fields near 
the Pawtuckaway River Reservation and represents the 13th project completed by the Land 
Trust in that area. Thank you Isobel! 

➍■■With funding provided by the Town of Stratham, 
the Town and the Land Trust partnered to protect 
the 17 acre Roberts Farm on Stratham Heights 
Road. When the property was first listed on the 
market in January, the Stratham Conservation 
Commission requested the help of the Land Trust 
to conserve the property. The Land Trust orches-
trated the combined protection of the property 
and sale of the conserved land to local farmers 
Jean Pauly-Jennings and Josh Jennings. The 
Jennings currently operate Meadows Mirth Farm 
on leased land at Berry Hill Farm (a property con-
served by the Land Trust!) and hope to expand 
onto the Roberts Farm in coming years. Thank 
you to the heirs of Viola Roberts, the Jennings, 
and the Town of Stratham for protecting this land 
and keeping it available for local food production! 

➎■■In August, the Town of Sandown donated a con-
servation easement on an additional 42 acres 
of the Fremont Road Town Forest. With this 
donation, the entire 221 acre property with its 
shoreline on the Exeter River and network 
of walking trails is now permanently 
conserved, thanks to the foresight of the 
Town’s citizens, Board of Selectmen, and 
Conservation Commission!

■

Looking ahead to the remainder of 2012, the 
Land Trust anticipates conserving an addi-
tional 500 acres! Visit our website or like us on 
Facebook for more frequent updates! ■
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An otter run at the roberts Farm in Stratham.
PHOTO By BrIAN HArT

1. Batchelder Farm
2. rockrimmon Woodlands
3. Parke easement
4. roberts Farm
5. Sandown Town Forest



PO Box 675
Exeter, New Hampshire 03833

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

As of August 31, 2012, the  
Southeast Land Trust has  
conserved 145 special places 
totaling 8,433 acres:

n 6,044 acres via conservation  
easements and executory interests 

n 2,389 acres owned by the  
Land Trust

Land Protection 
by the numbers

Help Conserve Amber Acres Farm
The Southeast Land Trust needs your help to raise $175,000 to conserve Amber Acres 
Farm in Durham! See story on page 1!

Contribute online at ■■ www.seltnh.org 
Send a check in the enclosed envelope with “Amber Acres Farm” in the memo field. ■■

Make a gift of securities by calling Karen McCormack at 778.6088.■■

Interested in helping? Join the ■■ Campaign to Conserve Amber Acres by speaking with 
Brian Hart at 778.6088.

All gifts are welcome and appreciated and are tax-deductible to the full extent allowed by law.

With the help of supporters and donors, the Southeast Land Trust hopes to conserve the scenic 39-acre 
Amber Acres Farm in Durham.
PHOTO By BrIAN HArT.
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Help Conserve Amber Acres Farm
See details on page 1

Join us for the 10th Annual Fall Fundraiser!
See details on page 3

New!
“Get Outside! Nearby 

places for you to explore”

Includes a map and guide 
to one of our protected 

special places




